


 2

LMAC Minutes        by Len Greathouse

Meeting called to order by PJ Ash

Motion to accept April minutes by Dan Thompson 2nd by Bob Stewart.

Motion to accept Treasurer report Mike Dora 2nd Dan Thompson.

Training report by Butch Krebs, plenty of help but bad weather has kept planes grounded. Butch
wants to thank all who help.

Clark County Barnstormers Spring kickoff May 16th.

Swap meet November 7th. For more info, contact Jim Jackson.

PJ reports no gravel at the field due to bad weather.

PJ competed at Top Gun in May.

Jim Jackson said work day at the field went well, with still more work to be done.

Curtis Adams reports that KU has put their lock on the chain at the field gate. Make sure when you
lock the gate, that KU will still be able to use their lock to get into the field.

Curtis also reports that KU has been paid and the poles will go in soon.

Curtis said Jerry Hancock of Lexington Parks and recreation will put photos of LMAC activities in their
publication if you send  pictures.

The Giant Scale Flyin will not charge a landing fee this year. LMAC is asking for donations only.

If you register for the Giant Scale flyin you must have a plane to fly. Their will be a Friday night cook-
out for pilots only. For more details contact Curtis Adams.

Relay for Life is set for June 26 and 27. For more info contact Charles Brooks.

If you are interested in warbirds contact PJ and get on his email list.

X-Cell Models cookout May 21st Ash Grove Field.

PJ has appointed John Peck to head a committee to restructure dues for next year.

Dan Thompson gave wonderful presentation on the early days of radio control. He had many exam-
ples of the technology in the early days. Dan also passed on information about the Vintage Radio
Control Society.

Meeting adjourned.
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Treasurer’s Report
                           by Jennifer Newman

LMAC Checking $ 12,660.65

LMAC Money Market Accout $ 851.30

Grand Total $ 13,511.95

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, June 11, 2009  7:00 p.m.

LMAC Field,
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FOR SALE -   Great Planes PT-19 Military Stearman ARF, 0.91-
1.20 size, 71.5" wingspan     Brand New in the box, unassembled Retails at Tower Hobbies for $379.98
(www.towerhobbies.com and search "Stearman") Asking $300.00 obo Free local delivery    Contact Jennifer New-
man at treasurer@lmacky.org or 502-370-8713

KMP September Fury ARF, 1.50-1.80 size, 71" wingspan Brand New in the box, unassembled Includes air re-
tract system (stock) Retails on KMP's website for $499.95 (www.kmp.ca and search "Super Sea Fury") Asking
$400.00 obo Free local delivery.      Contact Jennifer Newman at treasurer@lmacky.org or 502-370-8713

Take A Look!

Kentucky Bluegrass Vintage Festival
The 1st Annual Kentucky Bluegrass Vintage Festival held in Lexington KY on May 23rd and 24th 2009 is now history.

The weather on Saturday was perfect. Low humidity and 84 degrees F. Winds of less than 1 MPH. Sunday was a little
overcast with 3 MPH winds.

There were 22 registered pilots with 12 of those LMAC members and 10 from out of state. The out of state
participants were from Florida, Michigan, Illinois, North Carolina(2), Indiana(3), Tennessee and Pennsylvania.

The arrival night (Friday) was celebrated at the Hotel bar and restaurant with 15 attendees.

Flying on Saturday was terrific. Many flights were flown by planes of all types. Rudder only, REM and full house
controls both vintage and modern radios used. One notable plane was a Royal DC3 with two .25's was flown by our
club president. It sported a brightly polished aluminum finish.

The highlight of the Saturday flying was the Kazmirski Taurus that is co-owned by John Castronover and Duane
Wilson. For the very first flight they elected Dan Grotzinger to be the test pilot. Since John is a single stick guy and two
stick transmitter was used, I can understand. The second flight was made by Duane and the right wheel fell off. Duane
elected for Dan to land the plane on one wheel on grass runway. He very softly put it down on the grass runway and it
landed it fine with no damage what so ever. We were all holding out breath.

On Saturday my wife took the out of town ladies on a private horse farm and garden tour with lunch at a local gift and
lunch shop. The kind of place for the ladies. They liked it so much they wanted to go back on Sunday for more gifts
but it is closed on Sunday.

The Saturday night Banquet was attended by 22 people and the awards were given for the Farthest Participate (John
Castronover from FL), Technical Achievement (Don Patterson from MI), And Concours (Dan Grotzinger from IN and
Russ Farris from NC).

Sunday flying by the Vintage crowd was sparse as it always is as most leave either late Saturday or noon on Sunday.

I would like to thank the guys that helped me with the event, Jerry Dukes, George Bubnar, Butch Krebs and Warren
Davis. I appreciate the out of town guest coming. With the exception of two, I have flown at events with all of them.

Pictures will be forth coming when I get all of them in and processed.

The following email from one of the participants was received after the event. This was history made at this field. I
thought my plane the Joker at 42 years old was the oldest plane flown at Lexington. Well, this one at 46 years old up-
staged mine by a mere 4 years. How many of you have a plane that is more than 4 years old, least it make it into the 5
decade?

Dan Thompson
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My thanks to Dan and everyone from his club "opening up their doors" to allow us to fly from their superb site in Lex-
ington, Kentucky for the VR/CS Lexington Fly-In. The central location put Lexington in a good position for VR/CS
members from all over the eastern US. With both a wide asphalt runway, and nice grass off the runway, this allowed a
choice of surfaces. The weather was perfect with very light winds down the runway. Anyone who couldn't make it
missed a great get-together and flying opportunity with their buddies.

I would highly recommend this event in the future, and hope they decide to hold it again.

On a related topic:

Months ago, John Castronover and I, (co-owners of the Taurus-2) agreed to meet there in Lexington for the proposed
"first flight" of Ed Kazmirski's Taurus---(the second one)---the one he had designed to improve upon the famous "kit"
Taurus. He personally built and flew this airplane as his back-up at the 1963 World Championships, (with a different
wing), then later during the 1964 season, (see attached). This particular plane has one of the earliest foam wings, and
has a symmetrical Bosch airfoil, (an airfoil Ed discovered at the '63 W/C). The wing is tapered with a straight trailing
edge which became the standard for future pattern planes as they evolved during the 60's.

About flying the Taurus-2----- we understand the risks involved, but John and I feel that of Ed's two Taurus models dis-
covered in his estate, the Taurus-2 is not nearly as famous as its older sister, and is better suited to once-again be
outfitted for flight, (occasional flight at special events under optimal weather conditions), so that at least ONE of Ed's
two beloved Taurus models can test its wings once more. It would otherwise simply hang in one of our basements, or
just sit on the ground as a static display. Remember that the VR/CS Taurus, (once donated to the AMA Museum), will
hang up in the ceiling to be displayed and forever seen from the same angle to people on the floor. Close observation
will be impossible. The Taurus-2 will be available to be seen up close and occasionally in the air. In spite of its age, it
is quite air-worthy--it was in excellent condition requiring little reconditioning prior to us getting it ready for flight.

Club members were very helpful by offering up equipment and suggestions as we were tinkering with Ed's Taurus-2.
We were making the final adjustments for its first flight since the mid-60s, but new problems cropped up with the vin-
tage ST .56 engine. In the end however, the weather conditions were perfect, the problems were resolved, and we
couldn't think of a good reason to further postpone the first flight, so with Dan Grotzinger's expert help, (while we
manned the cameras), the runway was temporarily cleared, and the Taurus-2 again became airborne. The flight con-
sisted of a gentle check of the aircraft with the exception of a single Split-S.At the conclusion, Dan gently settled the
plane down on its main gear for a beautiful landing. The plane flew once more with a little more aerobatics...any fault
in the maneuvers was not the fault of the plane because this time I was at the controls :) There was some excitement
for the crowd as the right wheel came off (go figure), during flight. Again---experience came to the forefront as Dan
"volunteered" to land the Taurus-2 on ONE WHEEL. There was a lot of friendly "advice" from the "peanut gallery" that
could be heard in the background about whether of not to land on the asphalt, the short grass, or tall grass.  In the
end, Dan gingerly landed on one wheel, and slowed the plane down enough that only a gentle spinout on the soft
grass resulted---way to go Dan!!!

I hope the VR/CS members there for the Lexington Fly-In enjoyed the flights of Ed's Taurus-2 as much as we did. We
came away from the weekend with a tremendous feeling---however, it would have been nice if Bob Harris's special
chrome spoked wheel hadn't come off in flight. Oh well.

Duane Wilson

The Relay is up on us.  June 26 starting at 1:00 PM, and will wrap up June 27 at 1:00 PM.
Still asking for people to come out, you can still sign up online and also donate online.
Please email or call me with It’s time to get rolling for the Relay for life cancer walk.  Setup is from 1 to 5 on Friday and
then the relay part is from 5 fri to 1 sat.  It’s easy to sign up  just go to LMAC website and click on the relay logo.  If
you don’t want to join the team, all I ask is for you to send an email to all your family and friends and ask them to
make a donation.  More at the meeting
questions.  Even if you don’t signup, feel free to come out with your family and be with us.

Charles Brooks AKA Cub Man

Relay For Life
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June 20 Cubs and Classics, event is open to anything back in the age of the Cub’s.  This is just a
fun fly, so if you have an old rag wings come out and fly with us.  As in the past my
mom will be cooking so if I could get a couple members to help out would be great.
It is just a Saturday fly. Pilots lunch is included in the landing fee.

Charles Brooks AKA Cub Man

Cubs & Classics

June 1 I met with the Tiger Cub Pack 45 from Nicholasville at the X-Cell field.  We had about 10
scouts and several parents out.  I would like to thank Tom Stevens for bring out his trainer and
equipment to help out.  Along with Matt Hanson,  John Royalty  and PJ for coming out and
helping.  Also thank Blake Mc Brayer for offering equipment to use if we needed.  We started out
talking about the early days of aviation, and how a plane flies, followed by the basic on how the
RC setup works. The kids picked up well as they had their hand on the buddy box setup for a few
minutes of flying.  A few of them did an excellent job at flying.  Most thought the best part was Matt
and I combat flying the strikers.  The scout leaders wanted to thank everyone that helped out and
for their time.

Charles Brooks

Scout Night Over Ash Grove

P.J.’s In the Bones B-17
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Club dues....
I think the dues for this club should be $200 per year. Now that I have your attention, read on.

There is a committee now looking in to the dues structure for LMAC. It seems some members are not happy with the way they
are now set.

First off, no dues structure will get 100% approval. My belief is the members dues should maintain the facility and include an
excess so improvements can be made. The income from flying events should not be counted on for normal operating expenses.
These money's should be used for improvements above the normal operations, like the electric, a permanent type of winter
shelter, etc.

This club members enjoy the use of an excellent field for dues that are lower than many clubs with no paved runway.

Some will say, if we raise dues we will loose members! Yes, that will and can happen. You must weigh the
percentage of lost members versus the net income from the increased dues. If there is a gain you are still ahead. For an extreme
example, if you double the dues and lose 50% of your members, you still have the same income and
only ½ the number of members to serve.

As far as credit for working at the field lowering dues, I think that is OK but I do not believe it is working as intended. In looking at
the roster, there is a minority that pay the full boat. Which means there is a lot of record keeping for very little gain.

On the work program. I will gladly pay more dues and not work at the field. I go to the field to fly and relax. I have the same work
at home to do and I sure don't want to do that kind of work during my free time. Outside of the fly in events, I think we should hire
the work done.

The club instituted a $25 penalty for not paying dues on time. Some have squawked about that.

What most of you members don't know is the AMA sends each club a roster that must be returned by March 1. This roster con-
tains all the club members from the previous year. This roster must be updated to reflect the paid
members which means your name must be removed. Then when you decide to pay your dues late, your name must now be re-
submitted to AMA. This causes a totally unnecessary work load on the treasurer and that is why the late penalty. The treasurer
doesn't get the money, the club does and was instituted to get you to pay on time, which you should do anyway.

Personally, I think the deadline should be January 1 of the current year and not March 1. If you do not have your dues paid, you
do not fly at the facility period. If you are going to pay, why not pay in December as well as February? In reviewing the roster of
May 30, 2009 there are eight that I have personally observed flying at the field this year and they have not paid their dues for this
year. If this works for them, why am I paying mine?

On the subject of training. Years ago I proposed that a newbie be required pay three years dues in advance if he needed the club
to train him. This guaranteed the club a member for at least three years. Now you say why? It has been my observation that we
are lucky to keep one trainee out of ten for three years. Additionally, some will
join the club, get trained and then go fly elsewhere. When someone joins the club from 50+ miles away, just watch what hap-
pens.

Now comes a touchy subject, park fliers. I was in a toy store a while back and they had stacks of park fliers. In
thinking back on this club, we have fewer members now than we had 9 years ago. With the increase in population, one would
think membership would increase. In my opinion what has happened is the person that used to go and buy the $400 trainer and
join the club is now buying the $100 or less park flier and going to a near by park and crashing in to a tree and quitting.

What I am going to propose for the club is to instigate a park flier program. This program would hopefully retain some of those
park fliers that get discouraged and move them on to full members that will stay with the club. The way this would work
is; if the plane the park flier has meets the AMA criteria for a park flier he must carry the AMA park flier membership at minimum.
The LMAC club dues are waved for the first year regardless of when in the year he/she joins. This allows one to get
trained at a minimum cost of the AMA park flier program which I believe is $29.

These are just my thoughts on the whole dues process and you are free to disagree.

Dan Thompson
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A Few Pictures From The Kentucky Bluegrass Vintage Festival


